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Report RTC NZ Office and Student Assistance Committee 

Mr Leen Amersfoort, Mrs Arja Amersfoort and Mr Hans Berends are the current members 

of this committee. During the intersynodical period of 2011 to 2014 the Committee has 

forwarded $227,500 to the RTC which was income from quotas, membership fees and 

special gifts (see the audited account attached). 

Over this same period $48,369 has been distributed to three candidates for the ministry out 

of the NZ Student Assistance Fund. The recipients were Luke Scheepers (for the full 3 year 

period), Graeme Zuidema (currently in his second year of study), and a one-off grant to 

Albert Couperus (see the audited account attached). We are thankful to the Lord for 

providing funds for the NZ student assistance by way of a substantial bequest – otherwise 

the expenses would have far outweighed the interest received on the current money held in 

this account, as alluded to by this committee in the last synodical report. 

 

Recommendations: 

1. That synod adopt the above report and accept the audited accounts as a true and 

accurate record of the financial position of the RTC NZ office and the Student 

Assistance Fund. 

2. That synod address the increasing shortfall to the budget as set by Synod for the 

current and previous years by deciding how this shortfall will be met in the light of 

unpaid contributions. 

3. That synod address the possible future shortfall in money available in the NZ 

Student Assistance Fund. 

4. That Synod consider the make-up of the members of this committee, and advises us 

if Alice Saathof and Dirk van Garderen (the other NZ Board Member of the RTC) 

should also be members of this committee. 

 

Hans Berends 

On behalf of the current committee 

3 May 2014 
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Appendix 1 
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Notes to RTC Accounts and general comments: 

 

1. Synod  ‘Recommended Contributions’ are $70,000 for 2014. 

2. There are currently one quarter of RCNZ not paying ‘Recommended Contributions’ 
(see below). 

3. The actual receipts compared to the budget has fallen short by: 

$8,500 for 2012 and $16,000 for 2013. 

4. In view of a declining RTC Association membership and a shortfall in church 

contributions, does Synod need to adjust the Recommended Contributions? Should the 

Synod let the RTC know that the RCNZ will not be contributing to their income by the 

amount set in the Budget? 
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Appendix 2 
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                 Income and Expenditure Account for the 

                        Student Assistance Fund
               for the period Jan 2011 to December 2013

Income
Interest 2011 3,814                     

  2012 7,264                     

2013 3,865                     

Bequest 173,381                 

Total Income 188,324         

Expenses
Student support: Luke Scheepers 22,753                   

Graeme Zuidema 15,614                   

Albert Couperus 10,000                   

Bank fee 2                            

Total Expenses 48,369           

Net Income Less Expenses 139,955         
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Student Assistance Fund: Cash Flow Statement   2011, 2012 and 2013 
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